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Dear Mr Busoi,

Dear Mr Pesonen,

resident of Eurospace, the association
rtunity to thank the organisers in making possible

s, sometimes dramatic, for all human activities and all
economic sectors. These globa ave highlighted key issues in terms of social equity,
highlighting the crucial role of pub stitutions and of public service infrastructures to make our

society resilient and able to bounce back and recover.

Good news, dear members of the Parliament, Ministers, Mr Commissioner, Europe has also an
efficient space sector that can provide key elements of the toolbox that Europe needs to face crises.

But, ladies and gentlemen, if 2020 was a year of dread and 2021 a year of awareness and eye-opening,
then 2022 must be the year to roll up our sleeves.



With the strong ambitions announced by the current French Presidency of the Council, the busy annual
work-programme of DG DEFIS, the unwavering support of the Parliament and the exciting proposals
that ESA DG will put on the table of the upcoming ESA Conference at ministerial level, 2022 will
certainly be full of promises.

These promises will be kept, and our collective ambitions for space can be achieved, only at certain
conditions: to continue to deliver successful European space programmes, to provide means to
prepare the future, and to continue to transform ourselves.

1/ DELIVER SUCCESSFULLY:

Europeans should collectively be proud of the accomplishments,and the maturity acquired by Industry
over the last decades. With only 50 000 FTE, space industry contributed over the last decade to an
average net surplus of more than 1BS$/year to'the European trade balance; European space exports

having represented 23 BS in the past decade.

And let me be proud that we, Europeans, have succeeded in doubling the life'expectancy of the James
Webb telescope thanks to the precision of our launcher! This istnot “by luck®, this is not even by
“disruptive innovation”, this is the result,of the excellence/built over years of investments and
collaboration.

The European space’sector is delivering and launching world class 'space programmes. And the sector
is today the most experienced to design, ‘produce and launch the future space-based secure
connectivity system = a,new initiative in which Industry<welcome its earlysinvolvement and which
offers thrilling new opportunities, in'terms of new'developments‘andyoperational capabilities to the
benefit of Europe’sidigital sovereignty, but also regarding the way we “do space” in Europe.

Another'example is given by. the upcoming topic of. “space traffic management” for which it is more
than ever urgent to build collectively-an,EU approachs, Industry has already developed world-class
capacities and services, already operational, and we except the EU and its MS to reinforce their existing
capacities by using and leveraging on industry.assets to inject innovation and technological potential!

2/ PREPARE THE FUTURE:

To support the ambitions of its Agenda/25, the Director general of ESA has proposed “accelerators”,
and “inspirators”, to reinforce“European leadership in the “use” of space and in science and
technology. It shows that we have nothing to envy to the other space powers when it comes to
projecting ourselves in the future... Turning these ideas into programmes will now be key in putting
Europe at the place it deserves as a real space power.

And, indeed, preparing the next generation of space capabilities requires investments. This leads me
to an old message, that unfortunately remains very valid today: more than any other space sector in
the world, the European space industry is obliged to win contracts on the (rare) open markets to
sustain itself. This is very advantageous for our public customers, but make no mistake: to achieve



this, we need to be competitive and, to be competitive, we need, in particular, an efficient support in
R&D and innovation.

This, Mr Commissioner, Ministers, is clearly an area where huge progresses can be made in Europe:
we urgently need more ambitious and more efficient public R&D programmes, more synergies
between European institutions and space agencies and more professional and inclusive consultation
of the industrial stakeholders — and, obviously, better taking their priorities into account.

3/ TRANSFORM OURSELVES:

The space sector is evolving quickly, worldwide, with digitisation, new industrial processes, new actors,
new technologies... It is happening today in Europe too, and allow me to invite you all to forget this
idea that there would be an “old” space and a “new space”. The only thing that counts is a European
industry that delivers efficient and cost-effective products and services to its institutional customers,
and is competitive on the open markets. ‘All other considerations, whether the company is big or
small, new or old, are irrelevant and counter-productive.

What is new today in the space séctonis twofold:

- The maturity of Industry, that allowsfor a new distribution of costs and risks with the public
authorities and a transfer of control of.'the,main technical characteristics of the programme
from the public to theprivate

- And with'this maturity, the sector can\leave its “bubble” and,yat an increased pace, be a
catalyst of the green and digital transformation of the society.

This is‘what in our,opinion, we should call “new space”. To accompanyrand support this evolution,
public institutionsare eager to'motivate private investors;an evolution of'the business model of the
space sector is indeed passible, and will transfoermylndustry, at the condition that the public demand
for space-based services reaches the levehthat we couldhactually'expect from a power such as Europe..

In conclusion, in this era where nothing is stable, where the geopolitical situations is tumultuous,
where environmental'and security-related challenges emerge or aggravate every day, and where the
sector, worldwide, is evolving so quickly,\] would like to insist on the need for Europe to build the
evolution of its space policy on two cornerstones:

- The first one, Increase the public use of space: the space policy of all other space powers has
been driven by military concerns, while Europe has developed world class, civil, public service
infrastructures; let us build on that, let us do more, and let us give ourselves the space
infrastructures necessary to manage the environment, to make verticals grow, to anticipate
security threats... But we must not be naive, Europe also need to have the means to defend
its space assets and to guarantee that their services can be used by defence actors.

- And the second cornerstone: Give the European industrial supply chain the means to remain
competitive: through R&D and innovation, through economic diplomacy, through new
procurement approaches... and by reacting swiftly to the evolution of policies in other space
power that favour our competitors.



Thank you for your attention.
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