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EDITORIAL

BY CHARLES GALLAND

66
Summer plans? Reading documents longer than summer days.

A studious summer is on the horizon, and the European Commission is no stranger to it. First
documents’ delivery? June 25th.

By publishing its long-awaited (some Member States would say long-feared) EU Space Act, the
European Commission aims to ensure the safety, resilience, and environmental sustainability
of space operations, while boosting the competitiveness of the EU space sector. While the EU
Space Act is in principle welcome as it aims at providing a clear and stable legal framework
for space activities in Europe, the European space industry will need to pay close attention to
the way the Act’s requirements will be implemented. A mission that will be entrusted to a new
Eurospace Task Force tasked with reviewing, analysing and proposing improvements to no
less than 150 pages of legislative text.

The Commission could have left it at that. But it also published its EU Vision for the European
Space Economy, providing the Commission’s long-term vision “with view of positioning the EU
as a leader in global space economy by 2050”. Quite clearly, this document was drafted in
haste. It also appears that the communication serves a primarily internal purpose - albeit a
commendable one: to help support a growing budget amid the Commission’s internal
negotiations for the next EU Multi-Annual Financial Framework. That said, the document is
based on flawed assumptions (e.g., the trillion-dollar space economy), which frames the
debate around misleading growth narratives and questionable market prospects rather than
focusing on strategic imperatives. Consequently, the actions proposed by the European
Commission risk being ill-suited to addressing the real challenges faced by the European
space sector. Nonetheless, several proposed measures are welcome, such as improving
synergies between supply and demand of space infrastructure with Member States,
reinforcing the dedicated EU Space R&l Partnership, and promoting European preference in
institutional launch procurement. May the summer sun gently wash it away...

While the intense heatwave across Europe is already making us sweat, July 16th may bring
even more tension, as we will discover what place space will hold in the next EU MFF. For
Eurospace and eight other European industry space associations (i.e., AIAD, Belgospace, BDLI,
GIFAS, LAIK, PIA, Space PL and TEDAE), the ambitions are clear: a ring-fenced and predictable
EU budget for space is critical to safeguard the continuity of Europe’s flagship space
programmes and ensure the continent’s strategic autonomy. In a joint letter sent on July 2nd
to European Commission Ursula von der Leyen, and Commissioners Piotr Serafin (Budget) and
Andrius Kubilius (Defence & Space), the space industry is backing a proposed envelope of 40
to 60B€ for the EU Space Programme under the 2028-2034 MFF.

It all began with pages longer than summer days, and by July 16th, we will know whether
those pages were the prelude to a bold new chapter for the European space sector, or just

another round of holiday reading best left on the shelf. 9y
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International Astronautical Congress 2025

o Date: 28 September - 3 October 2025
¢ Location: Sydney (Australia)
o Registration: here

Space Tech Expo Europe 2025 s

o Date: 18-20 November 2025
¢ Location: Bremen (Germany)
* Registration: here

\CE TECH E’
FUROPF

-~ HIGHLIGHTS ~

On June 20th, Eurospace Council & General Assembly members met in Paris, under Marco
Fuchs Presidency. They notably:

o Discussed the figures of the 29th edition of the Eurospace facts & figures Report, alerting
about the decreasing representativeness of Eurospace members;

o Talked about the achievements of the first Semester of 2025, with already 5 Position
Papers published;

o Debated current challenges, including space & defence, EU Space industrial strategy, space
in the next MFF, EU Space Act or the ESA CM25;

e Welcomed the full membership of Leonardo Group, GTD, Aldoria, and Astroscale (France);

e Discussed the financial stability of the Association with Council members welcoming the
efforts of the Eurospace Executive to contain costs and for the good management;

e Enacted the revision of the membership fee calculation formula for all members, with
applicability starting in 2026;

» Approved the Eurospace Management Report, taking note of the quantity and quality of
the work of the Executive in 2024;

e In consideration of the services rendered to Eurospace during his elect term as Eurospace
President, in particular in accompanying and supporting the evolution of the association,
the Council expressed its heartfelt gratefulness to Mr. Jean-Marc Nasr and invited him to

k join the roster of Honorary Members of Eurospace. /



https://www.iac2025.org/
https://www.spacetechexpo-europe.com/
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EU Regulations

Q EU Space Act 69

e On June 25th, the European Commission published its Proposal for a Regulation on the safety,
resilience and sustainability of space activities in the Union (also known as the EU Space Act);
e The proposal is structured around three key pillars:

o Safety: The Act introduces rules for tracking space objects and mitigating space debiris,
preserving Europe’s secure and uninterrupted access to space;

o Resilience: Tailored cybersecurity requirements will strengthen protection of European space
infrastructure and ensure business continuity;

o Sustainability: Operators will need to assess and reduce the environmental impact of their
space activities, while benefiting from support for innovation in emerging technologies like in-
orbit servicing and debris removal.

The new rules will apply to both EU and non-EU operators providing space services in Europe.
Proportional requirements will be scaled based on company size and risk profile;

Eurospace will set-up a Task Force to provide feedback on the text (including on its
implementation) and look at possible amendments to improve it;

The legislative proposal will be negotiated under the ordinary legislative procedure by the
European Parliament and the Council.

@ European Competitiveness Fund (ECF) (not public)

The European Commission will introduce a European Competitiveness Fund as part of its

proposal for the next EU MFF (expected on July 16th 2025);

The Fund will include activities currently carried out under 14 EU programmes, among which the

The European Space Programme and IRIS?;

In devising this new approach, the Commission has considered three options in the impact

assessment and decided that the third one (i.e., “Consolidation of programmes in a new European

Competitiveness Fund”) was the preferred option that would “prioritise policy rather than

programmes’

o It is proving once again that the Commission has not yet understood that the EU Space
programme is not about “supporting projects” but about being responsible of public
infrastructures.

The part specific to the EU Space Programme is to be found in a Chapter about “Support for

Resilience, Defence Industry and Space” and contains the following elements:

o Positioning, Navigation & Timing (PNT) including Galileo and EGNOS;

o Earth Observation (EO) including Copernicus and Earth Observation Governmental Service
(EOGS);

o Secure connectivity;

o SSA, including SST, SWE, and NEO sub-components;

o Access to space;

o Cassini and commercialisation;

o Technological sovereignty and innovation. 4


https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/0adeee10-af7a-4ac1-aa47-6a5e90cbe288_en?filename=Proposal-for-a-Regulation.pdf
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@ Horizon Europe (FP10) (not public)

Horizon Europe (FP10), the next Framework Programme for research and innovation will adopt a
new four-pillar structure but some of its components (collaborative research in particular) will be
strategically aligned with the ECF;

The four pillars are excellent science, competitiveness (where space is included) and society,
innovation, and European research area, with the second pillar set to be tightly connected to the
ECF;

Regarding space, it is mentioned that “to achieve leadership in the space economy, Europe needs
to develop the next generation launch vehicles: rockets that are reusable and that are able to
deploy massive cargo payloads, by 20407;

o Why not? However, it would be helpful if the Commission could clarify the types of
applications it foresees that would necessitate the deployment of massive cargo payloads.
Regarding Partnerships, “they will remain a key instrument of the programme and will work
synergistically with the European Competitiveness Fund” and “a strategic and coherent portfolio

of a limited number of European Partnerships should be established”;
The Horizon Europe proposal will be unveiled on July 16th, as part of the European Commission’s
proposal for the next EU MFF.

Space/ Defence

ESA European Resilience from Space (ERS) Optional Programme

During the ESA Council meeting held on 11th and 12th June, a resolution was approved to enable
the European Resilience from Space Programme;
o This will allow the development of a new optional programme as part of the proposal for the
Council at Ministerial level in November.
On July 3rd, ESA organised an Industry Information Day to present the status of ESA executive
reflections on the ERS programme, and respond to industry questions (see report p. 8).

‘{ﬁ% NATO Commercial Space Strategy 69

Endorsed by Allied Defence Ministers in February and published in June, the NATO Commercial
Space Strategy aims to strengthen the Alliance’s relationship with commercial space partners
and improve its ability to leverage the growing array of commercial space services to meet and
inform NATO operational and defence planning requirements in times of peace, crisis and
conflict;
It is built around three objectives:

o Objective 1. Leverage the use of commercial solutions in support of NATO core tasks;

o Objective 2: Ensure continuous access to space services;

o Objective 3: Ensure coherence and effective relationships with the commercial sector from

Allied nations, including by aligning and simplifying governance.


https://www.nato.int/cps/fr/natohq/official_texts_236520.htm?selectedLocale=en
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Space economy

@ EU Vision for the European Space Economy 69

e On June 25th 2025, the European Commission published its Communication on the “EU Vision for
the European Space Economy”, providing the Commission’s long-term vision on the EU space
economy “with view of positioning the EU as a leader in global space economy by 20507;

e This document starts from flawed assumptions (e.g., trillion-dollar space economy) and, by doing
so, it frames the debate around misleading growth narratives and dubious market prospects
rather than strategic imperatives;

* As a result, the actions proposed by the European Commission run the risk of being ill-suited to
the real challenges that the European space sector is facing;

o Still, a number of actions are welcome (e.g., improving synergies in supply and demand of space
infrastructure with Member States, reinforcing the dedicated EU Space R&I Partnership,
promoting European Preference in institutional launch procurement).

Q,:gj- Programme of the Danish Presidency of the Council of the EU 6’?

e From July 1st to December 3l1st 2025, Denmark will hold the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union;
e Under the slogan “A strong Europe in a changing world”, the Danish Presidency will work for a
secure Europe as well as a competitive and green Europe;
e Regarding space:
o “The Danish Presidency will be ready to begin negotiations on the EU’s first Space Act”;
o “The Danish Presidency will be prepared to commence negotiations on possible proposals for
legislative acts concerning EU space initiatives in the context of the next Multi-annual
Financial Framework (MFF) after 2027

European Launcher Challenge 69

e The European Launcher Challenge is part of ESA’s preparation for future European space
transportation services. The European Launcher Challenge selection process is a two-stage
competitive tender;

e ESA has just completed the first stage of the European Launcher Challenge, where Challengers
were invited to submit proposals. The evaluation criteria included technical maturity, business
maturity and sustainability, institutional market planned to be served as well as compliance to
procurement rules;

o Five Challengers have been preselected to move forward (Isar Aerospace, Maiaspace, Orbex,
PLD and Rocket Factory Augsburg);

o ESA will now start a dialogue phase with preselected Challengers and iterations with concerned
ESA Member states to consolidate the European Launcher Challenge programme proposal.


https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/918ee802-a3e5-42ea-91a1-032c7e0ab8a9_en?filename=Communication.pdf
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/918ee802-a3e5-42ea-91a1-032c7e0ab8a9_en?filename=Communication.pdf
https://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Space_Transportation/European_Launcher_Challenge_preselected_challengers_unveiled
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ECSS: an added-value tool for the European
space industry 69

Since last year, ECSS has been undergoing major improvements
aiming to make it simpler to use, especially for new industrial
actors, as well as to update it to modern industry practices (such as
industrialisation, mass production of space systems and the use of
digital tools). These improvements came at a time of uncertainties
and criticisms regarding ECSS.

The European space industry is very much convinced of the added

value of ECSS standards for the industry’s supply chain as they

provide a complete set of management, engineering and quality

assurance requirements; as such, they ensure that space systems

s uRospace are developed and produced with high performance, reliability, and
' ;*’If;.,zg:?’*i sustainability as priorities.

ECSS: an added-value tool for the
European space industry
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Y- qecen. Am.. e OmMbitious & ring-fenced EU Budget for Space 69

wew - As the European Commission is shaping the next Multiannual
—— Financial Framework (MFF) for 2028-2034, nine of the most
i et KL representative industry space associations of Europe (ASD-

Executive Vice-Fresident VIRKKUNEN,

e Eurospace, AIAD, Belgospace, BDLI, GIFAS, LAIK, PIA, Space PL and
e o v TEDAE) are sending an urgent message: a ring-fenced and
s s s s oenanme o Oredictable EU - budget for space is critical to safeguard the

space programmes and ensure the continent’s strategic autonomy.
Wiithout guaranteed long-term funding, comerstone programmes Kk Galileo, Copernicus, IRISY, and Space

S 8. Tt (57 s i o e i e e e s 0 5o CONtiNUItY Of Europe’s flagship space programmes and ensure the

navigation, climate monftoring, secure communications, and space safety,

The space sector warns that without a dedicated, long-term budget line for the EU’s flagship space programmes, . ) .
hek e it s conseeensed by ety amd fngmentaton, oy » 1 comument st g - CONtINENt’'s stroteg|c autonom y.
tovering acquisitions, operations, and upgrades — can ensure that citizens, seientists, public authorities,

policymakers, and businesses continue to benefit from their essential services. Space at EU level is not about

exploration and astronauts; nar is it even about “supporting” an industrial sector, it is an infrastmu & of
the modern EU. Galileo provides precise satellite navigation for everything from emengency service:
wvehicles; very soon, with the P Signal, it will also i ‘security . .
Copernicus is at the heart of Europe’s climate strategy and an indispensable tool in anticipating and reacting to crisis h h h d d d | - b d
andnu\umlu:ulruphei.IFlIs":sehoﬂ:liuﬂmmim.mnmoonmmbﬂliunslwbumpuhlicandnﬂ:m:nn. T e Spoce SeCtor WO rns t Ot Wlt oUt O e |C0te 2 Ong term U ge<t
55T will contribute to keep Europe’s orbit chear of collisions in increasingly crowded orbits.

e svens sen s o e om0 v s e w0 wmen e we——|ijN@ for the EU’s flagship space programmes, their future will be

international cooperation. But they depend on centinued public investment = in satellites, ground infrastructure,
maintenance, and user services. With inflation, quickly arising new needs, and new thrests such as cyberattacks and

i U e et s e Bl 20 s sl B s i compromised by volatility and fragmentation. Only a firm
commitment to stable funding - covering acquisitions, operations &

upgrades - can ensure that citizens, scientists, public authorities, policymakers, and businesses
continue to benefit from their essential services.

The space industry is backing a proposed envelope of 40 to 60B€ for the EU Space Programme
under the 2028-2034 MFF - a substantial increase from the current approx. 19B€, but still well below
spending levels of other space powers, and justified by the increased ambitions of the Commission
itself, and the need to accommodate quickly strong security requirements. 7


https://eurospace.org/download/7293/?tmstv=1752076569
https://eurospace.org/download/7297/?tmstv=1752076618
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“First insights into the European Competitiveness Fund”

On January 29th 2025, the European Commission presented the Competitiveness Compass.
In the document, the European Commission called for the need to rethink the structure and
allocation of the EU budget in support of competitiveness priorities, as part of the next MFF
with the introduction of a new European Competitiveness Fund (ECF) - to be used to finance
investments in strategic technologies and manufacturing, such as space, and helping to
leverage and de-risk private investments and support R&D.

“EU Vision for the European Space Economy”

On June 25th 2025, the European Commission published its Communication on the “EU
Vision for the European Space Economy”, providing the Commission’s long-term vision on
the EU space economy “with view of positioning the EU as a leader in global space
economy by 2050

“Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP)”

The Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) was established by the European
Commission to boost the development and manufacturing of critical technologies in three
areas: digital and deep technology innovation, clean and resource-efficient technologies,
and biotechnologies. The primary aim of STEP is to support investments that strengthen
industrial development, reinforce value chains, and reduce Europe’s strategic dependencies.

Repordly

The European Space Forum 2025
The fifth edition of the European Space Forum took place on July 2nd and 3rd in
Brussels.

ESA ERS Industry Info Day
ESA D/EOP organised on July 3rd an Industry Information Day in ESA ESTEC (and
online) to present the status of ESA executive reflections on the ERS programme, and
respond to industry questions.

ITRE Committee Structured Dialogue with A. Kubilius

On June 26th, the ITRE Committee of the European Parliament held an exchange of
views with Andrius Kubilius, Commissioner for Defence and Space, focusing on the
Space Act and Defence Omnibus proposals.


https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/briefing-first-insights-into-the-european-competitiveness-fund-june-2025/
https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/briefing-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-june-2025/
https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/briefing-eu-vision-for-the-european-space-economy-june-2025/
https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/report-itre-committee-structured-dialogue-with-a-kubilius-june-2025/
https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/report-esa-ers-industry-info-day-june-2025/
https://eurospace.org/forums/topic/report-the-european-space-forum-2025-june-2025/
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EUROSPACE AT WORK

Eurospace Policy Committee

e The last Eurospace Policy Committee meeting took place on June 12th. Topics such as the
Position Paper on the next MFF, a report of all active Task Forces, and a status point of
Eurospace Facts & Figures” missing replies were covered;

e The last meeting of the PC before the summer break is planned for July 8th.

ESA European Resilience from Space (ERS) Optional Programme

e The Eurospace “Earth Observation” TF proceeded with providing questions for clarification to
ESA D/EOP regarding their ERS programme proposal, in view of ESA Industry Info Day of July
3rd;

e The TF will now assess the feasibility of drafting a support letter for the programme.

European Space Situational Awareness

e To support reflections on the expected evolution of the EUSST Partnership and to explore ways
to develop a sustainable service market for Space Situational Awareness, a draft of a Position
Paper has been prepared by the "Space Safety” TF;

e TF members are now expected to provide a final review of the paper (by 11/07) before being
transmitted to the Policy Committee for final approval.

ESA Council at Ministerial level 2025

e The letter in support of the ESA CM25 has been approved by the Policy Committee;
e |t will be signed by Eurospace President before being sent to ESA Heads of delegations at

Council level.

Standardisation

e The Eurospace Position Paper reflecting on the importance of ECSS for the European space
industry was presented by Eurospace before the ECSS stakeholders at the last ECSS Technical
Authority (TA) meeting of June the 17th;

e The I-branch WG Convenor presented the final draft of the 1-00 at the TA meeting in June. The
WG’s recommendations are the following:

o List of external standards to be adopted or adapted, all sorted through their foreseen
discipline and level of priority;

o Needs of specific Handbook within the I-branch (including industrialization deliverables
versus requested maturity, and Manufacturing Readiness Level grid);

o Creation of new WGs to adopt/adapt these standards and create the needed handbooks,
expecting the time needed for this task to be between 6 months and 2 years. 9
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The SPACE AISBL (composed of EUROSPACE, SME4SPACE, ESRE, EASTRO and EASN) is the
signatory of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the European Commission,

officially establishing the Globally Competitive Space Systems Co-Programmed European
Partnership (see Eurospace Policy Newsletter n°120 ).

PREPARING FOR A PRODUCTIVE AUTUMN

Over the past weeks, the SPACE AISBL has been actively preparing several priority topics,
including shaping the R&D contents for the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and
gathering proposals for additional activities to strengthen the Partnership’s collective impact.

Meanwhile, planning has officially kicked off for the 2025 Consultation Workshops, which will help
define the Partnership priorities moving forward. These workshops (taking place Mid-October)
will serve as essential opportunities for members to shape the agenda across key areas of Earth
Observation & Satellite Communication, New Space Transportation Systems, and the future MFF.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

The first Partnership SRIA Update Outreach Event on June 4th & 5th gathered 60 stakeholders
(among which 14 representatives from the public sector) from across the European space sector
to share progress, collect input for future research directions, and strengthen collaboration. The
strong turnout reflected the growing commitment to strengthening Europe’s competitiveness in
space via R&D.

Key Takeaways and Priorities

e In Earth Observation, there is an urgent need to reinforce Europe’s position through key
digital technologies like Al and machine learning, improve on-board data management for
faster data access, and adopt miniaturised instruments to boost LEO constellations’
competitiveness;

¢ In Satellite Communications, assessing final user needs is critical to guide developments, while
proposals to build European multi-orbit telecom capacities aim to enhance sovereignty and
resilience. Establishing dialogue with user-focused sectors such as automotive, maritime, and
aeronautics will help anticipate market demands;

e Future EO and SatCom missions will increasingly depend on each other, requiring synergetic
developments that enable faster, more secure data delivery and leverage advanced ground
solutions;

e Meanwhile, in New Space Transportation Systems, Europe must define clear objectives to stay
competitive in launch capabilities, considering key factors like expected launch cadence.

Overall, standardisation, avoiding fragmentation, and reinforcing European cooperation were
highlighted as central to ensuring a strong, coordinated response to evolving challenges and
opportunities across all space domains.

10


https://eurospace.org/
https://www.sme4space.org/
https://www.esre-space.org/
https://eastro.org/
https://www.easn.net/
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@» PROMOTING OUR MESSAGES TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC

Partnership Outreach Event (04-05/06/2025)

On June 4th & 5th, the SPACE Partnership, under the leadership of the SP A cE
European Commission and the SPACE AIBSL organised its SRIA Update R1SBL
Outreach Event in Brussels. Olivier Lemaitre, Secretary General of Eurospace,
opened the event with a keynote speech.

European Defence & Security Summit (11/06/2025)

A
On June 11th, Olivier Lemaitre, Secretary General of Eurospace, participated in l\"
the panel “EU Space Strategy: Securing and Boosting Innovation” of the the e
European Defence and Security Summit, coorganised by European Business S Y

Summits and ASD.
Europe and the future of space security (19/06/2025)

On June 19th, Olivier Lemaitre, Secretary General of Eurospace, participated to
a panel session tackling the key role the EU should now play in enforcing the
matchmaking between defence and space through its programmes and next
MFF.

ESA Living Planet Symposium (24-26/06/2025)

Policy Manager Charles Galland attended the ESA Living Planet Symposium in
Vienna. Across three different panels, he presented the European space
industry's perspectives on Earth Observation.

S&D European Summer School (26/06/2025)

llona Zabrytska, Policy Officer at Eurospace, participated in the space policy
panel of the S&D delegation’s “European Summer School” at the European
Parliament, chaired by MEP Giorgio Gori.
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